
Christmas 2014

 
Merry Christmas! 

Feliz Navidad! 
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.  

“May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Luke 1:38  NIV 

2014 was a year full of travel!  Deputation and mission 
related travel, that is!  Almost 16,000 km!  We spoke at 

20 churches, spent 4 weeks in Toronto for course work, made a number of trips to extended parts 
of Ontario, and Phil made a trip to Alberta in the summer. 

We are grateful for the work and opportunities God has given to us here on the Bruce Peninsula 
during this time of support raising.  Carolyn continues to work doing home support care primarily 
with seniors and Phil has been driving school bus.  In addition to travelling for our deputation, 
we’ve been going to Orillia every 3-4 weeks to help Carolyn’s step-dad.  So, it’s nice to stay home 
when we get the opportunity.

December is here!  Christmas events and preparations are in full swing!  Wow!  Time seems to 
have really accelerated!  We hope we will be able to spend a few days with Carolyn’s step-dad in 
Orillia, then at home with a visit from Phil’s brother.  Hopefully, we’ll be able to get some time for a 
bit of rest and relaxation the week after Christmas.

Here’s an excerpt from a devotional a friend sent, a message we need to take to heart:

To be saved by Christ includes a call to serve beyond oneself. Christ’s selflessness in becoming 
human, suffering the indignity of living in a sinful world, and submitting to death on a cross for our 
sake was not intended to give us a life of personal leisure without concern for others. Our lives in 
Christ have meaning that goes beyond our personal benefit as we seek to be part of his greater 
plan (Bill Sytsma, Today Daily Devotional, December 7, 2014 http://today.reframemedia.com/archives/selfless-servanthood-2014-12-07).

We had hoped 2014 would be the year we arrived in Mexico.  But, we trust that the Lord will work 
everything out as we wait on Him to guide us in each step of the journey and trust him to provide 
for all our needs.

We covet your prayers as we continue to prepare for the ministry God has called us to in Mexico.  
Thank you for being in our lives, for the memories we share and for the ongoing role you have in 
partnering with us.  Currently, we are at 75% and we need 100% of our support before we can 
leave for Mexico. Please consider how you might partner with us financially for this important 
ministry.

Gratefully, 
Phil & Carolyn English
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